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ST. PETERSBURG – Wednesday marked the 50th anniversary
of the April 4, 1968, assassination
of Martin Luther King Jr. The life
of the nation’s greatest freedom
fighter was cut short by an assassin’s bullet. The tragic moment

occurred while Dr. King stood on
the second-floor balcony of the
Lorraine Motel in Memphis,
Tenn.
Reflections on Dr. King’s life
and death were held all over the
country, and St. Pete was different. The Dr. Carter G. Woodson
African American History Mu-

seum in partnership with One
City Chorus and Studio@620
hosted a tribute commemorating
the life of Dr. King at the Palladium Theater Wednesday night.
One City Chorus, under the
direction of Jon Arterton, Sharon
Scott, Alex Harris and others provided the music for the evening.

They captured the Civil Rights
Movement in song, stirring the
crowd to get on their feet.
On stage sat four green
benches that harkened back to a
time when they lined the downtown sidewalks. They were a
gathering place for residents and
See KING, page 12

‘On the Beat St. Pete’ takes NOMAD Art Bus
the show on the road
transports the mission
of ‘art for all’
BY J.A. JONES
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG – On the
Beat St. Pete, LLC (OTBSP), an
online media and entertainment company, brought its popular radio and social media
event “He Say/She Say” to
Rush Hour Chicken and Waffle
for a live show.
The night was punctuated
by raucous laughter, humorous
argument and sometimes
heated debate, which proved
there’s much to discuss between African-American men
and women in 2018.
In fact, it brought to light
some major hot topics that will,
as founder Sharlene Emmanuel
acknowledged, be fodder for
further discussion.
“I was taking notes; that
conversation had so many

Photos by Todd Bates

BY J.A. JONES
Staff Writer

Sharlene Emmanuel
points and those are the points
that we have to tackle,” commented the health advocateturned-media creative.
The first question of the
evening—“If there were more
See SAY, page 9

ST. PETERSBURG – Carrie
Boucher’s NOMAD Art Bus
project has set out to carve a
place for art in the lives of children and adults in schools,
halfway houses, group homes
and public gathering spaces in
the Tampa Bay area.
Boucher was born an artist
and along the way became
something more — an “artivist”
whose life and creative practice
have inspired her to make a
change in a world that badly
needs art.
“Art makes us feel good
physically – to do the movements of artmaking,” said
Boucher, who is a recent recipi-

We Value Diversity | We Value Education | We Value History
www.TheWeeklyChallenger.com • 727-896-2922

ent of the Tampa Bay Lightning
Community Hero award. “But in
our culture, we have this idea
perpetuated about art that you
can only be one of two things:
(a) somebody who’s really good
at art or (b) the person who can
afford to buy the art that the
See ART, page 7
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Breaking
the Cycle

I AM:
Perkins T. Shelton

Men of S.T.E.E.L. Ministries
www.menofsteelministries.com

By Gwendolyn Reese
Perkins T. Shelton moved to St. Petersburg from Chicago in 1970 at an
age when others might be thinking of
retirement and relaxing, but not Shelton. He brought his zeal, dynamism
and charisma to his adopted city.
He was a political and civil rights
activist and a staunch defender of justice and equality. According to an article in the Times dated October 19,
1989, Shelton, director of branch affairs for the NAACP, was concerned
about the expiration of the affirmative
action program for the City of St. Petersburg. In the article, he was quoted
as saying: “We have to have some sort
of protection. If we don’t, we will revert
to the same old story.”
He was as eloquent a speaker as he
was a writer. We would often read his
opinions in either the “Letters to the
Editor” or “My View” columns in the
St. Petersburg Times newspaper. I recall a “My View” article in 1989 in
which he expressed his frustration
with those opposed to raising standards and setting higher goals for student citing cultural differences as an
excuse.
In his letter, he stated: “I agree with
those who proclaim that the basic formula for academic success, as well as
personal success, is the amount of
one’s investment in time, energy, motivation and most of all a genuine desire to succeed.”
In his trademark bowtie, he could
be seen everywhere from the chambers of city council to the boardroom
of the Democratic Party to the office
of the NAACP. In 1981, he was hired
by NAACP President Morris Milton to
fill the newly created position of director of branch affairs and to open the
new office at 1502 16th St. S. The office was formerly housed in the old
Mercy Hospital.
Shelton served on the Environmental Development Commission,
Housing Authority, Fair Housing
Board and as chairman of the legislative committee of the St. Petersburg
Council on Human Relations. He was
a Democratic precinct committeeman

No sense of smell – Part 2

for more than 20 years and served as
first vice president of the Democratic
Black Caucus of Florida.
He was also a member of the Charter Review Commission and the Coalition of African-American Leadership, a
group created in 1996 after the fatal
shooting of 18-year-old TyRon Lewis
by a white police officer.
Perkins, Milton and other activist
worked tirelessly to establish singlemember districts. In 1982, Doug
Jamerson was elected to the state legislature because of their efforts.
At the age of 80, he worked as a
paralegal at Gulf Coast Legal Services
and I had the honor of serving as first
vice-president with him when he was
elected secretary of the NAACP at the
age of 88. Until just before his death at
the age of 91, he was writing letters on
behalf of the St. Petersburg Commission on Aging.
Shelton was a mentor to me and to
many of the elected officials representing us today. He died in 2003 at the age
of 91. I’ll end this article with a quote
from me in the newspaper when he
died:
“Whenever we sense injustice we
are remembering Perkins and whenever we are stirred to action we are
keeping him alive.”
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Praise the Lord.
Chasing down trends has become
a trend in itself. People sit and wait for
the newest thing they can introduce to
their church for church improvement
or the real reason- for church growth.
Growing attendance and growing spiritually are two different matters.
Super-size is in and it is beneath the
notice of today’s Mega leaders if you
do not have this kind of attendance. So
they desire more and follow the one
who wanders from its nest. Like birds,
they chirp whatever is said and follow
the bird droppings of big bird.
The followers parrot whatever
their teacher has said, never understanding that they are submitting to
him instead of Jesus. For Jesus
said: “No one can serve two masters;
for either he will hate the one and love
the other, or else he will be loyal to the
one and despise the other” (Matt.
6:24). People are following men and
their words over Jesus and His Word.
The world is convinced the devil is
imaginary and is a mythical creature,
who wears a red suit. In the same manner a good portion of the Christian
church has been convinced to accept
anyone who is successful, that wears
an expensive suit behind the pulpit as
teaching the truth about God. To the
listeners of these teachers it has become more offensive to question what
they are saying than it is for spreading
heresy. If someone accuses their
teacher of saying something wrong,
they are pre conditioned to act like
Pavlov’s dogs and attack them, labeling them with every derogatory term
or word in the book.
We are to be listening to the content, we do not have our eyes on the
messenger. Is it Biblical teaching or is
it from man. It happened to IsraelEzek 22:27-28 “Her princes in her
midst are like wolves tearing the prey,
to shed blood, to destroy people, and
to get dishonest gain. “Her prophets
plastered them with untempered mortar, seeing false visions, and divining
lies for them, saying, ‘Thus says the
Lord GOD,’ when the LORD had not
spoken.” We are told to be aware of
men rising among us to lead us astray
by speaking perverse things. Paul
warned the Ephesian church specifically about this (Acts 20:29). Perverse
is the Greek word diastrepho-1) to distort, to turn aside to oppose, to plot
against the saving purposes and plans
of God. 2) to turn aside from the right
path, to pervert, to corrupt.
On the other hand he commended
a certain group of people above all the
others, the Bereans (Acts 17). They
searched the Scriptures daily- not just

once in a while or not at all. Unfortunately, the emphasis today is on “not
at all.”
Like a bad cold, their followers
ears are stuffed with the teachers
words and cannot hear anything spoken to the contrary, even the pure
word. They have become mentally
challenged on the truth, rationalizing
that because they speak in tongues
they are filled with the Spirit and anyone who disagrees with their teacher
is not. They label anyone who disagrees with them a Pharisee, they
quickly become disrespectful, intolerant to any of the facts. All one needs to
do is ask- is this a Biblical teaching
found in the Bible, can it be proven to
be the correct interpretation? Once
they are willing to examine it thoroughly they usually come to a different conclusion. But the inquiry of
teaching becomes the roadblock to
knowing truth.
The main contention between the
Pharisees and Jesus were all the extra
Biblical laws they were practicing as
God’s law. It was their added revelations to Moses that they enforced
upon people to obey which got Jesus
very angry. The Pharisees wanted him
to obey the elder’s laws- their laws
(Mk.7 the tradition of the fathers).
Jesus would not submit to them at all.
Jesus defended the people against
the false teachers of his day. He stood
in the gap for them. He corrected
them by teaching them what is right
and true, often right in front of the
false teachers. And when necessary
he got in their religious faces. It cost
Him His life, though He was going to
lay it down for sinful man; that would
include them.
The religious leaders had all the
money (it says they loved money) they
had a monopoly on power and because
of this they had great influence on the
religious population. Sound familiar? If
they were here today (and they are)
they would make sure they stand out
on the TV. They would make sure
everyone sees them pray in public,
their giving would be made known,
and they would exert their authority
and make disciples of themselves.
They would enforce their position by
making sure the people side with
them. They would connive the people
to give them money to support their
work, using false promises to ingratiate
themselves with their audience. Not
much has changed only the names and
means. All of these qualities were
found in the religious sect of Jesus’ day.
Till next week,
God Bless.
Elder Dr. Robert L. Harrison
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COMMUNITY NEWS
American Gandhi: Dark spring in Memphis, Part 3
Dear Editor:
What started as a visit
to help embattled sanitation workers in Memphis,
Tenn., turned into a journey into chaos with many
people starting to question the concepts of nonviolence. In 13 years, Dr.
King had never led a
march were blacks disrupted his demonstration.
Victory had followed Dr.
King in Montgomery,
Ala., with the bus boycott,
in Selma, Ala., and in
Washington, D.C., culminating with civil rights
laws and his iconic
speech.
Even in Chicago and
Albany, Ga., often thought
of as defeats for Dr. King,
black people never became the aggressors. Not
until Memphis, Tenn.
Nonviolence as a weapon
of change was being questioned and so was the
man who had become the
Civil Right Movement
greatest exponent.
Many of my white
teachers and many of my
white childhood friends
echoed the sentiment of
the time that all of this
was trouble brought on
by Dr. King. In his mind,
not only was nonviolence
on trial, so was his ability
to lead a movement that
had expanded to demand
economic justice for all
and end the war in Vietnam.
After some members
of the Invaders, a local
Memphis, Tenn., group,
disrupted the march, one
teenager named Larry
Paine was killed by police.
He had been seen in a
photograph with some
looters and the police shot
him at his home claiming
he had gotten a television
from downtown and
brought it to his apartment. Then the police
claimed he pulled a knife
on them.
Many people had been
beaten and jailed and frustration with police brutality and poverty made
some began to feel nonviolence was too conservative and ineffective. Dr.
King knew voting rights
and public accommodation were important but if
a man doesn’t have a job
to support his family “he
merely existed” and the

pursuit of happiness was
an empty slogan.
The Memphis, Tenn.,
garbage strike had been
considered a good example of how low wages
were affecting the poor in
America. This proposed
Poor People’s march on
Washington was to bring
attention to lawmakers
about economic justice for
the poor. The march was
to start in Marks, Miss.,
and end in front of the
Capital building with
thousands of people of all
races
demonstrating
peacefully to get Congress to address poverty.
Then came the riot in
Memphis, Tenn. Dr. King
came back to show that
he had not lost the ability
to lead a peaceful demonstration and to prove that
change could still come
peacefully, in spite of the
riots and war.
The Poor People’s
Campaign was ambitious
but Dr. King and his staff
knew it would not fail. The
idea was to bring a political dialogue to the issue of
poverty. They were hopeful a conversation would
start that would gain
enough momentum for
radical economic change.
Dr. King designed the
march to support President Lyndon Johnson’s
War on Poverty. Johnson
wanted to be a great president like Abraham Lincoln
and
Franklin
Roosevelt. As a Southerner with a great legislative skill, he used the
death of President John F.
Kennedy to pass the Civil
Rights Act of 1964.
He worked with Dr.
King and other civil rights
programs but he took
America further down the
rabbit hole with the war in
Vietnam. Johnson feared
Republican and conservative critics would label
him weak if he did not
continue the war, while
Dr. King saw it as a drain
on the poor and even immoral.
Johnson was bitterly
disappointed in Dr. King’s
opposition to Vietnam.
Meanwhile, Kings’ enemies feared his power to
inspire people. It is one
thing to lead black people
who made up such as
small percentage of the

population, but to galvanize poor white people
too! He also started talking about “redistribution
of wealth,” which is communism to some people.
Dr. King was talking
about giving all people,
not just blacks, a better
chance to succeed economically and this did not
sit well with the militaryindustrial complex. To
people like FBI Director J.
Edgar Hoover and to
racist everywhere, Dr.
King was the most dangerous man in America.
By using negative and
false newspaper stories,
Hoover cultivated an atmosphere to discredit Dr.
King and the movement.
With pressure from many
different places, including
blacks for and against the
war, Dr. King prepared to
go back to Memphis,
Tenn., on April 3.
Juanita Abernathy, the
wife of Rev. Ralph Abernathy, said she made dinner for Dr. King and wife
Coretta before he left Atlanta and said she had
never before seen him
that depressed. This was
a man visibly shaken
preaching over the caskets of three girls killed
in Sunday school.
Dr. King has been
jailed 17 times and his
home had been bombed
with his baby daughter
and wife inside. He had
been stabbed by a woman
in New York with a letter
opener, stoned in Chicago
surrounded by 100 policemen. Dr. King spoke
about a time when he had
been warned someone
was trying to shoot him
from a building but wasn’t
able to get a clear shot
that day. On this video, he
talks calmly as if he is in
the third person talking
about someone shooting a
rabbit.

Tired and depressed,
he went to Washington,
D.C. On Sunday, March
31, he told a church audience that this was Americas’ opportunity to bridge
the gulf between the
haves and the have-nots.
He said poverty was not
new but the ability and resources were there if
America only had the will
to do so.
On Wednesday, April
3, King returned to Memphis, Tenn., to lead another mass march the
following week. A local
judge put an injunction to
stop the march. The National Guard had been
there on patrol since the
march.
Upon arriving in
Memphis, Tenn., the
press was already at his
motel, the Lorraine in the
downtown area. Dr. King
had stayed at the more secure and expensive Rivermont Holiday Inn on past
visits. His detractors
asked why the leader of
the poor would stay in a
$24 dollar a night hotel
when the Lorraine was
black-owned and only $13
dollars a night. It was also
in a far less secure part of
town.
A picture of King and
his staff was posted on the
front page of a Memphis,
Tenn., newspapers announcing that Dr. King
was staying in room 306.
At the last minute, someone changed his location
from the bottom floor to
the second. The city was
still under heavy police
patrol along with a strong
military presence downtown.
That evening, Dr. King
had planned not to attend

the strike meeting held at
Mason Temple Church of
God in Christ. He planned
to stay in the motel room
and go the next night.
Speaking on the phone
with his wife in Atlanta, he
told her he didn’t feel very
well and was going to let
his staff handle the speaking that night.
Despite a tornado
warning, many people
came out to Mason Temple, which holds about
3,000 people. His staff
contacted him and asked
him to come anyway. He
decided to make an appearance and told his wife
that he would call her the
next day.
Despite being tired
and ill, Dr. King joined his
staff behind the pulpit at
Mason Temple. Speaking
for more than 40 minutes,
he seemed to summarize
the mission of the Civil
Rights Movement and his
own life. He spoke about
the reason for the sanitation strike and how the
nation needed to respond
to the needs of the working poor.
Dr. King also addressed the illegal injunction that had been placed
on the upcoming march
he was about to lead. He
said: “Somewhere I read
that the greatness of
America was the right to
protest for right.”

and her own mother passing as she entered high
school, Mills graduated
from Pinellas Park High
in 1982.
She went on to receive
an associate’s degree
from St. Petersburg Junior College, a bachelor’s
degree in early elementary from the University
of North Florida and later
a master’s degree in educational leadership from
the University of South
Florida.
Mills began her road
as an educator in 1991,
starting as an elementary
classroom teacher in
Duval County before
transferring to Pinellas.
She worked as a classroom teacher, district
trainer, Title I staff developer, facilitator/curriculum specialist and a high
school
administrator.
Through all of her experience, she’s came to the realization
that
older
students are simply little
kids in bigger bodies, all
just wanting to be cared

about.
“I discovered early in
my career that I’ve been
graced by God with the ‘it
factor,’ [a] belief in myself
that I have what it takes to
make a positive difference
in the lives of students
and their families,” she
said, adding that she also
came to the realization
that the child’s grade or
social level does not matter either.
The “it factor” she
equates to her genuine
care for students, which
works for and with all children. She continues to
forge ahead by finding out
what her charges want in
life, helping them to reflect on where they currently are and supporting
them in getting to where
they want to be.
Mills’ two children
have also benefited from
her caring ways. Her son,
Lamar Mills and his wife
Yeneka, are the newly appointed pastors of Revealing Truth Ministries, St.
Petersburg campus, hav-

ing studied under the late
Pastor Greg Powe. He is
also the behavior coach at
Woodlawn Elementary.

He spoke of the power
that black people had economically in spite of discrimination. Dr. King said,
“Always anchor our external direct action with the
power of economic withdrawal.”
The next day was
Thursday, April 4. At the

Lorraine Motel, most of
King’s staff had left and
he and a couple of guys
were getting prepared to
go to dinner over at Rev.
Billy Kyles’ house. While
Rev. Abernathy was getting some cologne, Dr.
King stepped out on the
balcony. He leaned over
the rail to speak to Jesse
Jackson and Andrew
Young about a song he
wanted to be played that
night at the meeting.
Then came the shot
that exploded in his face
knocking him against the
wall.
We first heard Dr.
King had been shot and
about an hour later the
newsman said he was
gone.
The next day was dark
and cold with a mournful
heaviness in the air.
There was talk on the
radio about Dr. King
being the modern “black
Moses” that had come to
Memphis, Tenn., to be
slain. For years when I
told people where I was
from, they’d mention his
assassination.
After his funeral in Atlanta, Coretta Scot King
would go back to Memphis and finish the nonviolent march for her
husband. Later the sanitation workers got there
union recognized and demands met.
Dr. King’s fight for
civil rights earned him
the name of the “American Gandhi.” He reshaped
America the same way
President Lincoln had
done. His admonitions
still ring true today as we
face issues of nuclear war
and gun violence.
Rivers-Cleveland

Mills is a unique find
BY DEXTER MCCREE
Feature Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
The life of a high school
administrator is a unique
experience that requires
unique skills.
There are times when
they have to sympathize
with a student’s family dynamics that causes uneasiness in the school day.
At the same time, one has
to be the disciplinarian
who holds students accountable for their actions, thus developing
youth into responsible
adults. An administrator
must be a protector who
is responsible for keeping
law and order in the
school for the safety of
students and the faculty.
Counselors are the
school’s greatest cheerleaders, having to market
the school to the community on the outside and encouraging students to
excel beyond the school.
It takes a special educator
to be equally effective,

proficient and accepted.
Meet Carlisa Mills.
“The focus is always
on the kids,” explained
Mills, currently an administrator at Northeast High
School.
She believes that the
school cannot lose focus
on helping to develop its
students within their walls
because outside of school
is where their real purpose begins.
“We have the opportunity to impact the lives of
our youth in big ways. Reflection begins with the
end in mind.”
Mills is aware that the
child they are struggling
to get on the right path
today is not necessarily
the child you’ll see in the
future. Therefore, she
feels, it is imperative to
provide an opportunity to
restore them while holding them accountable.
Despite several childhood challenges, including being a teenage
mother, growing up in a
low-income household

W E E NCOURAGE L ETTERS

Her daughter, LaQuelle Mills, is a graduate of
Gibbs High School’s
Pinellas County Center
for the Arts program and
is now residing in Los Angeles. She is a professional dancer pursuing a
course in commercial
dance.
“Because of my own
upbringing and life experiences, I believe we can
really do what we set our
minds to do. Although my
mom passed when I was
14 years old, my parents
had instilled enough in
me that I believed I could
overcome those odds, and
I did,” said Mills, who
feels that same way about
each and every one of her
students, especially those
who have made “knucklehead” decisions.
Since she feels that
the child in front of her
today is not the person of

TO THE

the future, she supports
the district’s restorative
practice initiative.
“Every day is a new
day full of hope and positive possibilities. Every
day and every chance I
get, my objective is to
speak life and future into
the students I encounter.”
Quoting her pastor,
Mills finished by saying:
“I want to paint on the
canvas of their imagination.”
To reach Dexter McCree, email dmccree@theweeklychallenger.com

E DITOR
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2020 CATCH Lite program provides opportunities for young entrepreneurs
ST. PETERSBURG Last month, young aspiring entrepreneurs were
eager and the first to participate in the inaugural
cohort of a new self-employment training program for ages 17 to 24
called the 2020 CATCH
Lite Program.
“Although poverty of
the black community is an
economic state, success is a
state of mind and we are
going to do everything we
can to take you to the next
level of your business,” said
Deborah Figgs-Sanders,
the program’s director.
The program will run
from now until May 16, offering training sessions on
business start-up concepts
such as “pricing for profit”
and effective social media
marketing.
Each session will be facilitated by local business
experts, culminating with
a scaled-down interpretation of the popular television
show
“SHARK
TANK®.” Upon successful completion of the nineweek training series, the
SHARK TANK Lite competition and completion of

a business action plan,
each participant will be
celebrated during a graduation ceremony and provided a $2,000 stipend to
invest in their business.
However, the relationship does not end there.
Each entrepreneur will receive one-on-one counseling and access to several
business resources to
firmly position each business for self-employment
and job creation.
Funded by Bon Secours Health Systems, 2020
CATCH Lite is one component of the 2020 Plan vision to reduce poverty by
30 percent in south St. Petersburg by the year 2020.
Supporting “micro” and
small business growth is
part of the vision.
Modeled after the
highly successful CATCH
Program established in
2016 by the Tampa Bay
Black Business Investment
Corporation
(TBBIC), Tahisia Scantling, an independent business consultant with
TBBIC, has led three St.
Petersburg CATCH cohorts, which has helped

58 south St. Petersburg
entrepreneurs to accelerate business formation
and growth.
Like the adult version,
the CATCH Lite sessions
are designed specifically
for the young entrepreneurs. The program
hopes to graduate 14 participants. Other program
partners include Pinellas
Opportunity Council, City
of St. Petersburg Urban
Affairs, St. Petersburg
College, James B. Sanderlin Center, Personal
Agenda LLC, Wolfpack
Marketing, Monroe Consulting and Young & Sons
Tax and Accounting. Kory
Outlaw, president of Wolfpack Marketing is also
doing an incredible job visually documenting and
marketing the program.
For more information,
please contact Deborah
Figgs-Sanders at (727)
420-2819 or 2020catchlite@gmail.com.
The
SHARK TANK Lite presentations will be open to
the public and welcomes
possible business investors.

CONNECT WITH US!
REEVES BUILDING, PLUMBING
& ROOFING CONTRACTOR

Specializing In:
Painting • Drywall • Flooring • Plumbing • Windows
Roofing • Soffit & Fascia Cabinets • Kitchen & Bath
Garage & Porch Rehabilitation • Custom Home Remodeling
Approved Rehabilitation
Contractor for:
City of Tampa,
Hillsborough County,
City of St. Petersburg,
Pinellas County & Polk County

Over 40
Years in
Tampa
Bay
Call MICHAEL REEVES - Phone/Fax 813-238-6197
Email: reevesbuilding@verizon.net • www.ReevesBuilding.com
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Teen Volunteer Gives a Helping
Hand in Care
BY LASHANTE KEYS

Empath Health Community Partnership Specialist
Today’s youth are
making an impact at Suncoast Hospice and in our
community.
Charron Bright, 17,
of St. Petersburg, serves
as a shining example of a
young man dedicated to
uplifting his community
as a Suncoast Hospice
teen volunteer. He’s one
of about 2,000 teen and
adult volunteers supporting our greater Empath
Health mission of care.
In honor of upcoming
National Volunteer Week
April 15 to 21, we give
special thanks to our volunteers who make a difference each and every
day.
Suncoast Hospice
Ser vice
Last year, Bright
started his junior year at
Boca Ciega High School
and needed a place to
earn his Bright Futures
scholarship
service
hours. He found a great
match with Suncoast
Hospice, based on a recommendation from a
friend who volunteered
for the organization
throughout high school.
“I was thinking about
volunteering at a church
or somewhere else, but
hospice seemed a little
more interesting. I think
hospice is the best fit for
me. I’m serving my community. I like the atmosphere. It’s very inviting,
encouraging and easy to
get
involved.
Miss
Marissa, our volunteer

coordinator, is friendly
and genuine,” Bright
shared.
He assists in the office and with community
events, such as the recent Gospel Health
Brunch held at our St.
Petersburg service center. Spending time supporting patients and
families enriches his life.
“I work in the office
usually. I do Party Pals
visits with the older folks
and talk about their life
stories, which get videorecorded. It’s very interesting to hear the stories
of somebody who’s older
than you, that wisdom is
invaluable. I’m glad I
have a chance to participate,” Bright explained.
Friendship, Growth
and Flexibility
Describing himself as
humble and kind, Bright
naturally makes a connection with staff, volunteers and the people in
care.
“Volunteering
has
changed my life by helping me to get out there,
talk to new people and
learn how to always see
the best in people. It’s so
cool. I network a lot. I’ve
gained some friends,
mentors and teachers.
I’ve found good people
that I’m always going to
be cool with,” he noted.
Leading a full life of
school and extracurricular activities, including
five AP classes, boxing,
shooting hoops, running
track, reading and writing poetry, he appreciates a flexible volunteer
schedule.
“If you don’t have a

‘It’s a Bailey thang’
BY DEXTER MCCREE
Feature Writer

lot of time, they can accommodate any schedule. It’s the easiest way
you will get your hours
in,” Bright said.
Bright Outlook
Medicine, literature,
in-state college education
and additional volunteer
service are Bright’s future interests.
“I applied to FSU
(Florida State University), USF (University of
South Florida), UF (University of Florida) and
Miami University. Oh
definitely, even after I get
my hours I’m still going
to volunteer,” he said.
He hopes Suncoast
Hospice continues to
stay strong in the community for many years to
come.
“To me, hospice is a
community center. It’s
something that kind of
holds everything together. It’s a very big
part of the neighborhood. Hospice is definitely a good thing. It
should continue to be
supported by the community.”

ST. PETERSBURG –
It’s been a long time since
the Bailey family came together in one setting.
Three sisters, Ruby Jean
Washington-Lunsford,
Clara Mae Bailey-Dockins
and Laura Mae Washington-Williams, served as
the catalyst for the family
to be reunited.
Florida is the perfect
convening place for the
family that has been separated by space and time. It
offers beautiful beaches,
shopping malls, flea markets and amazing food. An
interesting thought, native Floridians rarely take
advantage of the available
amenities and the visitors
can’t get enough of them.
“My family traveled
from Gainesville, Adel,
Ga., Moultrie, Ga., Atlanta
to come to St. Petersburg,” said Jerard Reedy,
one of the local host and
organizer of the reunion.
“They enjoyed the beach,
shopping malls and a
mouth-watering seafood
tray.”
Reedy served as the
master chef of the seafood
pot that included crabs,
shrimp, sausage, corn and
potatoes. The out-of-town
cousins tried to no avail to
get the recipe. They
should have known that
Southerners rarely use a
written recipe.
The Bailey family originated from the small
town of Moultrie, Ga,
which is an agricultural
community set in the
Southern Rivers region.
The 1920 census record
reveals the patriarch of
the Bailey family as John
Bailey and married to the
matriarch, Laura Leight

Bailey of Donaldsonville,
Ga.
The census also indicates that there were 10
children in the household.
One of the siblings, Violet
Bailey, married Henry
Washington of Cordele,
Ga. To that union, six children were born, three
boys and three girls.
Clara, Ruby and Laura are
the three sisters standing
as the cornerstone of the
2018 Bailey reunion.
The last time the family gathered, there was
talk from several family
members of their desire
to stay in touch and learn
more about the family history. However, there
needed to be a person to
take the lead along with a
few others to help reach
out.
“My
cousin
Lee
Shaper in Atlanta started a
Bailey family group chat
so he contacted me,” said
Reedy. “On the call, the
group voted to have a reunion here in St. Petersburg. We valued our
family relationship, but
still needed more fellowship with one another and
on a good occasion, not
just when someone dies.”
With the elders in the
family getting older,
Reedy expressed that it
was time for the younger
generation to take over.
Next year, the Bailey’s
will be back together.
They have yet to decide
the exact location. One
thing is for sure here in St.
Pete, the beach is nice,
shopping is good and the
seafood tray is delicious.
Along with that, the excitement is up and the
family fun is memorable.
With so much time
and distance in between
the gatherings, one might

Ruby Jean
Washington-Lunsford

Clara Mae BaileyDockins

Laura Mae
Washington-Williams
ask what took so long and
why would the young people keep it going? It’s just
like the back of their tshirts said, “It’s a Bailey
thang and you wouldn’t
understand.”
To reach Dexter McCree, email dmccree@theweeklychallenger.com

Summer Programs
at Shorecrest

HALF & FULL DAY SUMMER CAMPS
MAY 28 - AUGUST 17, 2018

Day Camp weekly themes, activities, field trip, art, games and water fun.
Plus a menu of 1-week options for every interest.

With Extended Day Care, camps are available 7:30am-5pm
Expanded Offerings

Greater Adventure

PK–12 service,
paddleboarding and
kayaking, fishing,
a week at Busch Gardens

trips to the Southwest,
Iceland and England,
field archeology, Costa Rica, Peru
(for grades 4 to 12)

More Upper School

AND NOW OFFERING

Options
college essay writing, SAT/ACT prep,
leadership and service, travel,
field archeology of the Southwest,
glass blowing, CPR/1st Aid

Parent Courses
Great Books, Intro to Mandarin,
Tots and Me Yoga, CPR/1st Aid
Diversity & Inclusivity,
Swim with Manatees

For full course/camp listing and to register, visit www.shorecrest.org/summer
Summer Camps and Programs for students
in preschool through high school.

5101 FIRST STREET NE, ST. PETERSBURG, FL 33703 | 727-522-2111
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Zion is proud of his momma!
BY DEXTER MCCREE
Feature Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
Zion Crumbs quietly perused images on a computer at the South Branch
Public Library. As he
came across one particular image, his smiled accompanied a proud look
on his face. It told a story.
He did a Google search
for LaPorsha Crumbs and
began to share his findings.
“This is my mom. She
won the Daisy Award for
being a really good
nurse,” Zion said proudly
while expecting others to
be as excited as he was.
“My grandmother also
won the award, but it was
a long time ago.”
The moment was
rather cute and even a little embarrassing since I
did not have a clue about
the Daisy Award.
Zion is a fourth grader
at Bay Point Elementary
who goes to the library
after school. He is quiet,
focused and joyful. It appeared that he was by
himself then from the
stacks appeared his tutor,
Ken Crawford.
Crumbs was not at all
alone. He was simply displaying good library etiquette and being a
mannerable young man.
He frequents the library
to meet with his tutor so
that he can stay on top of
his schoolwork.
“I’m really pleased at
the progress that Zion is
making,” stated Crawford.
“The greatest difference

WWE Wrestler takes SPC Mac J.
Williams award recipients to see
‘Black Panther’
BY MARILYN SHAW
SPC Public Relations
Specialist

is his work habit. He has
figured out that he is a
high achiever and now he
pushes. Once a kid discovers that he can do a
thing then the sky is the
limit for his accomplishments. Zion knows that he
is a top achiever.”
Zion is developing into
a future leader. At school,
he is involved with STEM
(Science, Technology, Engineering and Math),
chess and computer coding clubs. He also enjoys
the 5000 Role Models program. It keeps him focused.
“I like school and it’s
fun. I like, math, social
studies, fractions, decimals and PE (physical education),” said Zion.
What Zion really likes
is spending time with his
mother. He enjoys telling
her about his day around
the dinner table and going
on outings. He also likes
when she receives the
recognition she deserves.

Crumbs is a neuroscience nurse at Bayfront
Health St. Petersburg.
She received the Daisy
Award for outstanding
service and care to her patients.
The Daisy Award honors direct care nurses for
their compassion and
skill. It provides on-going
recognition throughout
the year.
The word out about
Crumbs is that she is patient and kind. She is
friendly and unfailingly
gives reassurances to
calm her patients. She deserves all the recognition
she can get.
It’s heartwarming for
Zion to see his mother
being honored. By her example, he is learning that
true evidence of good
character is shown when
kindness is given.
To reach Dexter McCree, email dmccree@theweeklychallenger.com

vAt Island Flavors and ‘Tings, you will find everything
you want from the Islands and more all in one location.
Grocery • Restaurant • Catering
1411 49th St. S, Gulfport, FL 33707
Main: 727-327-6416 Catering: 727-804-1849
islandflavorsandtings.vpweb.com

SEMINOLE – Before
the age of 16, Thaddeus
Bullard was told he
would be in jail or dead.
Well, that’s not the life
he’s living today. Known
to many as WWE
Wrestler Titus O’Neil,
he’s on a mission to show
other young minority
kids that they can be
whatever they want to be.
After delivering a motivational keynote speech
at St. Petersburg College’s Dr. Mac J.
Williams Academic Excellence Award Ceremony for Mid-County,
Bullard felt compelled to
make a greater impact.
He declined his speaker
retainer and treated all of
the award recipients to a
showing of Marvel’s new
blockbuster movie, Black
Panther.
More than 100 students from the Mid-

County’s
ceremony
watched the movie with
O’Neil on Wednesday,
March 14 at the Studio
Movie Grill in Seminole.
“I want these kids to
see themselves as heroes, like the ones you
see on the screen,”
Bullard said. “But I also
want them to be heroes
in their communities,
their
homes
and
schools.”
During the month of
February, SPC hosted
three Dr. Mac J. Williams
Academic
Excellence
ceremonies for minority
Pinellas County high
school students who
achieved a 3.0 or higher
GPA. The ceremony honors the memory of Dr.
Mac J. Williams, Sr., the
first African-American to
be elected chairman of
the Board of Trustees at
St. Petersburg College.
During his speech,
Bullard candidly shared
the story of his humble
beginnings and how he

constantly got into fights
and had a bad attitude.
“I’m a product of a
rape,” said Bullard. “My
mom was raped at the
age of 11 and had me at
12. I know what it’s like
to be told what you can’t
accomplish.”
One day, someone
from the Sherriff’s Youth
Ranch
encouraged
Bullard to go after his
dreams. That was the
first time someone told
him that, which changed
his outlook on life.
SPC Student Support
Manager Reginald Reed
felt it was important for
the high-achieving students to hear how O’Neil
overcame adversity.
“My goal is to encourage these students to
continue the hard work
they’ve
already
set
forth,”
said
Reed.
“They’re leading by example, and I want them
to know there’s still more
work to be done, but they
can do all things.”
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Bringing art to public spaces
ART , from front page

people who are really good
at it make.”
For Boucher, this dichotomy leaves out most
of the population, and this
is where NOMADStudio
— an acronym for Neighborhood Oriented Mobile
Art and Design Studio –
fills the gap with a mission
and a motto: “Art for all.”
Born
in
Detroit,
Boucher’s family relocated
to Seminole when she was
10 and early on it was clear
that creating art was in her
bones. “I was always the
art kid in school,” she acknowledged.
After taking advanced
placement art classes at
Seminole High School,
she ended up at the School
of the Art Institute of
Chicago. A metalsmith by
practice, she created work
throughout the Windy
City for the next decade.
When she was ready for a
transition in her life, she
returned to Pinellas
County, heeding the call to
try something different.
Upon returning to
Seminole, she decided to
spend a year teaching at a
charter
school,
but
halfway through the
school year knew it wasn’t
where she was supposed
to be.
Instead, she started to
think about who had ac-

cess to art programming
and wondered why around
the third or fourth grade
children decide who the
artist is in the class.
Around those grades, students who enjoy art start
apologizing for having her
look at their artwork because they’re not the
“artist kid in the class.” It
is a phenomenon, she
added, that follows most of
us into adulthood.
Boucher started looking at how the culture supported people who loved
art but didn’t feel like they
were going to be professional artists.
“There’s a lot of support around art achievement in the school system,
but there’s not a lot of support in or out of the school
system for the value of
doing art just because it
feels good.”
Teaching also gave her
important insight into the
additional challenges of
bringing art-making into
the lives of the students
she taught. Shortages in
school funding, the “academic catch-up” that administrations prioritized over
art classes and the financial limitations for families
that often couldn’t foot the
bill for art supplies at
home also played a role in
the absence of visual arts

engagement.
For Boucher, this lack
of support needed to be
addressed.
“We used to have these
practices as part of our
lives since the beginning
of human history; it’s how
we lived,” she asserted.
Aware that bringing
art back into the culture
demanded new strategies,
in 2013 the inspired

artivist formed NOMADStudio, procured a donated bus that she
renovated and filled with
all the makings of an art
studio. She then proceeded to gather a team of
teaching artists, art therapists and volunteers.
Since that time, the organization has engaged
with thousands of children
in local Title 1 schools,
children in foster care and
preschoolers from families
living below the poverty
line. The bus has also traveled to halfway houses,
and Boucher said she’d
love to do more work with
seniors in nursing homes
and assisted living facili-

ties.
“It’s harder to get
money for seniors,” she
admitted, but she knows
the engagement in creative expression would be
valuable for that population.
In a recent interview
with WEDU’s “ArtsPlus,”
Deb Canning, coordinator
for the 21st Century iClass
program
at
Pinellas
County Schools spoke of
the organization.
“Since I became familiar with the NOMAD Bus,
I have found a passion for
myself and I personally
volunteer with [them] as
much as I can. I have seen
the NOMAD Bus work

miracles with students…
the kids come alive. They
find something that they
can express themselves
with.”
Next week, NOMAD
begins a six-week afterschool art enrichment series at Campbell Park,
Fairmount Park and Midtown Academy Elementary schools, funded
through the Pinellas
County School Board’s Office of Strategic Partnerships.
For more information
on how you can support,
visit them online at
www.nomadartbus.org or
on
Facebook
@NOMADartbus.

BUSINESS DIRECTORY
HOMEOWNERS Deannie K’s Beauty Salon B. Brinson Insurance Agency
INSURANCE

Cancelled or Non-Renewed??

WE CAN HELP!!!

727-393-4617

Larry Eugene Walker • Insurance
Great Automobile Rates • Over 20 Years of Experience

Beauty is more
than skin deep.
Call TODAY for an appointment

Phone: 727-894-1734
2500 9th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33705
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Bennie Brinson
1830 49th St. So.
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Communion Items • Choir Robes
Bulletins • Bibles • Sunday School books
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Tools to help educate black children are available
ST. PETERSBURG —
The St. Petersburg Branch
NAACP is hosting two community-based conversations
with Dr. Noliwe Rooks on
Friday, April 6 at noon and
Saturday, April 7 at 10 a.m.
Both events will be held at
Pinellas Technical College.
Dr. Rooks, who has roots
in Clearwater, is an associate
professor in Africana Studies
and Feminist, Gender and
Sexuality Studies. She is also
the author of four books,
with the most recent entitled
“Cutting School: Privatization, Segregation and the
end of Public Education.”
While her work is expansive, it is her research on
several schools around the
country that has educated
black children successfully.
The Pinellas County
School District has recently
released its second-quarter
data report to the community. A summary of the report includes the following:
The number and percent
of black students who graduated on time with a standard diploma in four years
was 69.3 percent. While
some may be celebrating
this two percent increase
above the target, it is those
type expectations only a
community who is informed
and demand excellence can
demand greater.
The percent and number

of black students in high
school with a level at or
above the Florida State Assessment is 22 percent.
The percent of 11th
graders with a 3.0 grade
point average is 21.4 percent. However, with many
Florida universities moving
toward or have already
achieved preeminent status,
the minimum entrance
grade point average is 4.2.
This means that if our 11th
graders remained on this
track, 79 percent of them will
not be able to attend many
Florida universities.
The St. Petersburg
Branch’s purpose for inviting Dr. Rooks here is to provide all who say they are
concerned about black children’s education with a resource person that can
provide action and concrete
steps to take.
The call is out to educators who have the primary
responsibility of teaching
our children and to elected
officials who have the responsibility of bringing
funds to Pinellas County for
education and education initiatives.
The call has gone out to
law enforcement agencies
that the Florida legislature
has made it a requirement to
put law enforcement in all of
the schools. While their
focus is on security, a law en-

forcement officer’s positive
interaction with a child in an
academic setting can be the
one spark that could potentially put a child on the right
track.
Not-for-profit agencies
and volunteers who design
educational,
mentoring,
sports and dance programs
can also carve out their
agendas that result in academic success for our children.
The call has gone out to
religious institutions that
have a responsibility to ensure that the faith-based
community celebrates and
embraces the love for learning by providing quality programming with positive
results as opposed to programs that merely use our
children for grant dollars.
Lastly, the call has gone
out to parents. If the parents
fall down, our children’s
chances of academic success are greatly diminished.
Please RSVP to Maria
Scruggs
at
mariascruggs_weston@yah
oo.com if you plan to attend
the Friday, April 6 luncheon!
There is no need to RSVP to
the Saturday community
breakfast. Pinellas Technical
College is located at 901 34th
St. S, St. Petersburg.
Maria L. Scruggs, President, St. Petersburg Branch
NAACP

Zetas honor phenomenal women
BY EMMA COOPER
CAVIN
Contributor

ST. PETERSBURG -The large activity room at
Lake Vista Recreation Center was quickly turned into
a place of elegance. What a
beautiful place to enjoy an
afternoon of tea with servings of cookies and small
cakes.
Tables displayed real
linen tablecloths with fine
china, glasses, crystal and
the kind of silverware we
saw only at grandma’s
house when we were children. All tables were decorated in blue and white.
President Lisa Wilson
greeted and welcomed the
guests.
Jackie
Ward
Williams read the scripture
and grace, followed by
Nicole Crawford with the
occasion.
Dr. Cynthia
White then introduced the
tea presenter, Sharion
Thurman Reeves, who
gave a short course on the
history of the tea as it’s related to African Americans.
“During the slavery period, those who were chosen to work inside the
house were taught how to
set and serve a table for
meals and teas,” explained
Thurman-Reeves.
She brought replicas of
teapots and china used by
her grandmother, explained how to use each
item and then recited humorous anecdotes from

days of slavery and her
own childhood.
Slaves used the teas to
socialize and exchange information as they traveled
from place to place with
their owners or went to
visit neighbors nearby.
True to her personality,
Thurman-Reeves’ presentation was informative and
very humorous.
Music was provided by
Marion Moody, Jr., a local
singer and native of St. Petersburg. The lyrics belted
out by Moody reminded
each of us that we do not
need to worry when we are
spiritually anchored. His
rendition of “Anchored in
the Lord” left few dry eyes.
Following
Moody’s
solo, awards were presented to eight phenomenal community women and
one Zeta who was selected
as Zeta of the Year. Each of
these women is doing
something different in the
community, but all are
pouring themselves into
what they do in a way that
no one else can.
Dr. LaDonna Butler,
a licensed practitioner of
the healing arts, is the executive director of The
Well of Life, a wellness center in St. Petersburg. After
completing her work at the
center each day, she continues with special community projects and time with
family. She is the wife of
Minister Ulas D. Butler

and the mother of five wonderful children. Both her
undergraduate and master’s degrees were received
from Springfield College.
Her doctorate was awarded
by Argosy University.
Yvonne Reed Clayton
is the fourth of six children
born to Berton Sr. and
Mary Clemons. She graduated from Gibbs High
School and received a
bachelor’s degree and master’s degree in reading
from Florida A&M.
Clayton taught prekindergarten,
kindergarten, second, third and
seventh grades in Pinellas
County Schools, and was
an adjunct professor at
Nova University for five
years. After 34 years in
Pinellas County Schools,
she retired. A short time
later, she started the
Yvonne Reed Christian
School, a very successful
venture.
Dr. Carleah East is a
clinical psychotherapist, a
licensed mental health
counselor, psychology professor and author of “The
Hangover.” She established
the
Sapphire
Women
Organization,
which
promotes
the
strength of women by conducting workshops, presenting seminars and
coaching. Dr. East has a
private practice called
S.M.I.L.E., an acronym that
means Solving and Manag-

ing Issues with Love and
Enrichment.
Dorothy
Herring
Lee, now retired after 34
years as an officer in the
Department of Corrections, plans her days so
that she has time to go
places and do things with
people who are not in
trouble with the law but
just want quality time to
talk. Once or twice each
month, she develops and
executes a plan for an activity to uplift children.
In the community, she
participates in the American Cancer Society’s Relay
for Life activities, serving
as chairperson for Lee’s
Legacy, a family and
friends team that was
formed in honor of her late
husband. The entire family
participates; while the
adults and teenagers walk,
those under 10 serve
lemonade.
Other team participation includes the Experience League. At her
church, she is a member of
both the Hospitality and
Home-going Ministries.
Chelle Middleton is
an employee of Home
Depot. Her job is her mission. She oversees the
grant program at her store
and renders assistance to
individuals and families
when it is needed. She also
helps organizations in need
of repairs, upgrades and
beautification. Many communities in this geographical area have benefited
from her efforts.
Alva N. Osburne
moved to St. Petersburg
after graduating from Alabama State University in
Montgomery, Ala. Her
first job assignment was
Sixteenth Street Junior
High School as a teacher of
English, reading and mathematics. John Hopkins, the
man after whom the school
was renamed, was the principal.
She also worked at
Dunedin and St. Petersburg High, the evening
high school English program at Lakewood, Basic
Education, GED and summer school. In addition to
all of her work within the
schools, she is active in
church and community
programs.
Presently, she serves as
the administrative assistant
to the director of Men in
the Making community

program for boys. A member of the historic Bethel A.
M. E. Church, she is a certified Christian education
director/counselor and
serves as an administrative
assistant to the pastor.
Janice
Starling
Williams is a St. Petersburg native and the daughter of Michael and Viola
Starling. A graduate of
Dixie Hollins High School,
she earned a bachelor’s degree from Nova University
and her master’s degree
from the University of
Phoenix.
Her life’s goal is to
bring about awareness, education and advocacy regarding End Stage Renal
Disease (ESRD). As often
as she can, she and other
kidney health advocates
set up seminars, workshops and information sessions
to
get
the
information into the hands
of as many people as they
can.
Her own experiences
have taught her how to
help others. A dialysis patient for 13 years, she was
blessed to receive a new
kidney three and a half
years ago. She has also
helped to operate the family day care center for the
past four years. Her personal scripture is Romans
6:28.
Nicole Wilson was
born in Bradenton and
graduated from Southeast
High School. She received
her bachelor’s degree in
mathematics from Florida
A&M and a master’s degree from Argosy University. She is married to
Harold Wilson and the
proud mother of two lovely
daughters.
Wilson has worked a
number of years in the
school system and in a
number of positions from
teacher to principle. She’s
currently the principal of
Thurgood Marshall Fundamental School.

***
After the presentation
of awards, Dr. Juanita
Wilson was presented
with the Zeta of the Year
award, a recognition given
to a member of the chapter
whose work within the calendar year has been outstanding.
Dr. Wilson is a practicing pharmacist who graduated from Florida A&M
University with a doctorate
degree. Her calm demeanor allows her to gain
the trust and cooperation
of others so she is able to
present an idea that others
will help her develop and
implement.
She is a motivator who
can get others moving.
Currently, she is the sorority’s second vice president
but has held the office of
treasurer, worked with the
Zeta Youth, Zeta Amicae
(the adult Zeta Auxiliary),
the March of Dimes and
the American Heart Association. All the while, she
works, take care of her
family and participate in
church activities.
The Zeta of the Year
award was presented by
Dr. Alicia Isaac. Congratulations Dr. Wilson!
Zeta Phi Beta Sorority,
Incorporated has been providing service to St. Petersburg since 1955, 63 years
ago. The local chapter realizes that scholarship, service, sisterhood and finer
womanhood are still the
principles of the organization and the reasons they
continue to serve the community.
The chapter president
is Lisa Wilson. Event chair
was Eloise Thompson, with
Penny Bailey, Emma
Cavin, Nicole Crawford,
Michelle Stewart and Dr.
Cynthia White serving as
committee members.
Individuals in attendance registered with a
small donation to the scholarship fund.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
‘OTBSP’ creates community and conversation with ‘He Say/She Say LIVE’
SAY, from front page

men, would relationships
last longer?”—set the tone
immediately, with women
by-and-large saying “yes”
and men responding with
a big “no.”
Emmanuel, 52, stated,
“Of course…it’s a numbers game. Women would
not put up with the crap
we do if there were more
men; men would have to
shape up.”
Her comment was met
by rousing jeers from the
men in the house; many
claimed numbers had
nothing to do with the issues that cause relationships to deteriorate.
Another question inspiring fierce debate was
“Should you tell your parents your business?”
While most women vehemently responded “no,”
Larry Bryant, 35, disagreed. “My mama is my
best friend; she comes to
me about problems with
my stepfather.”
Yet another question
broached whether it was
OK for a man to post
hearts on a Facebook
photo of a woman other
than their significant
other. Kelvin Stewart of
the Silver Lake Boys answered hilariously, “What
man uses emojis on a regular basis? If you are, I’m
going to be looking at you
funny.”
As the evening continued, the questions became

racier and the emotions
more volatile. An especially uncomfortable and
divisive
conversation
came up regarding the depiction of African-American women in shows such
as “Housewives of Atlanta”
and “Basketball Wives” –
with many women in the
room incredulous and
upset by comments such
as: “But that’s just how
y’all ladies act!” coming
from some men in the
room.
But in the end, everyone involved agreed it had
been a great event and another one has already
been planned in the same
location for Friday, April
13 at 7 p.m.
Founded
by
Emmanuel in early 2017,
OTBSP initially made its
presence known primarily
on Facebook, Instagram,
Twitter and through
videos on their YouTube
Channel.
After Friday night’s
event, all four members
took time out to share
about what brought them
to the OTBSP project and
their appreciation for
those who gathered at
their kick-off live “He
Say/She Say” event.
“The whole idea was to
highlight the positive
things that were going on
in our community,” said
Emmanuel, describing the
project’s evolution.

After a couple of
months of shooting content videos, taking photos, getting soundbites
and interviews, they
would create a video and
post it. Not long after,
they were approached by
local radio station Black
Power 96.3 to do a radio
show.
They took their show
to the radio station twice
a week to share relevant,
local news and interviews
with people from the
community. The point
was to draw attention to
uplifting events in south
St. Pete that would otherwise be ignored by mainstream news.
“We created the segment “He Say/She Say” to
generate conversation between men and women,
things that we’re on the opposite sides of or agree on.”
The crew would read a
letter from the listening
public and get a man’s and
a woman’s point of view.
People could call into the
station and also respond
on Facebook.
When the radio show
ended, the team took their
events to Facebook Live
and the recent show at
Rush Hour Chicken and
Waffle was the next logical
step.
“It’s always good to
get opinions from both
sides; it was a hilarious
event,” shared Shundra Al-

L-R, Sharlene Emmanuel, Shundra Allison,
Andrea “Andee” Peaten and Demarcus Holden
lison. The team’s resident
beauty and fashion expert,
who exudes a sense of
inner calm and grace
along with her stylish
beauty, seems to be the
quiet “sage” of the group.
Allison, who went to
high school with Emmanuel, said she was
drawn to the OTBSP project by the “good group of
people” gathered around
her. “Just the fact that
we’re able to get positive
information out to the
community” was reason
enough for her to join up
with the crew.
Andrea “Andee” Peaten,
founder of Island Life Entertainment, initially started
to assist Emmanuel with
the marketing elements.

“She came to me and
asked if I would help her
with flyer designs. I’m a
graphic designer, so I said
‘yes.’”
But one thing led to another and when they
moved from social media
events to the radio show
within a few months, her
role morphed into one of
the on-air personalities.
They each came up
with an idea for the radio
show and “He Say/She
Say” was the brainchild of
Peaten. Once the show got
so popular, they decided to
take it on the road.
“It’s heartwarming,
the acceptance we’ve gotten from the community,”
said Peaten. “We have a
sense of family whether
we’re family or not here in
St. Petersburg.”
People began to reach
out and wanted to be a
part of their venture.
Peaten said Emmanuel always felt St. Pete was that
jewel that no one knew
about. With many people
in the mindset that everything happens in Tampa
or Sarasota, Emmanuel
wanted to showcase St.

Pete’s talent.
As the sole guy on the
team, Demarcus Holden
good-naturedly
and
proudly represents the
male point of view.
“I am Mr. He Said; I
bring the male perspective. I’m not always right,
but neither are they,” said
Holden. “But we’re all mature adults. The number
one thing is communication. Everything can be
worked out with good
communication.”
Holden appreciates the
positivity of his team and
is especially committed to
inspiring the children of
the community and empowering them with the
knowledge that no matter
where they start, they can
make a difference in their
community.
OTBSP also has a
weekly live show on
Thursdays at The Well for
Life, 833 22nd St. S, where
people can take part in the
show.
For more information,
visit online at onthebeatstpete.com.
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CHURCH DIRECTORY
955 20th Street South • St. Petersburg, FL 33712

First Baptist Institutional Church

(727) 894-4311

Email: info@mzprogressive.org
Website: www.mzprogressive.org

3144 Third Avenue South,
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Phone: 727-323-7518

Sunday Worship Services............................7:45 a.m. & 10:00 a.m.
Sunday School...................................................................9:00 a.m.
Wednesday Mid-Day Bible Study .......................Noon - 12:30 p.m.
Wednesday Prayer Service ...............................................6:00 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study ....................................................6:30 p.m.
Youth Chapel Services - 921 20th Street South
Sunday Worship Service .................................................10:00 a.m.
Wednesday Small Group Bible Study ..............................6:30 p.m.
Rev. Louis M. Murphy Sr.
Senior Pastor

Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Praise Time 10:45 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:45 a.m.

Mission Statement:

Tuesday Night Live Prayer Service & Bible Study 7 p.m.

Impact the world by equipping believers
to reach the lost with the gospel of Jesus Christ.

Come Worship With the First Baptist Family

BETHEL METROPOLITAN BAPTIST CHURCH

First Mount Zion Missionary Baptist Church

3455 - 26th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711

1121 22nd Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

Telephone (727) 327-0554 • Fax (727) 327-0240
E-mail: bchurch5@tampabay.rr.com Web site: www.bmmbc.org

(727) 327-8708
Sunday Worship Services 8:00 and 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School.............................9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting (Tuesday) ...........6:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Tuesday) .................7:00 p.m.
Baptist Training Union (Sunday) ..4:00 p.m.

Sunday Worship Service ....................10:15 a.m.
Sunday School .....................................9:00 a.m.
Teen Summit (Wednesday)..................7:00 p.m.

Rev. Wallace Elliott
Sr. - Pastor

Bible Study (Wednesday) ....................7:00 p.m.

“God’s House To The City”

REV. DR. WAYNE G. THOMPSON,
PASTOR

“The Little Church Where Everybody Is Somebody”

Rev. Rickey L. Houston,
Pastor

Queen Street Church of God in Christ
Elder Willie Williamson, Pastor
First Lady, Patricia Williamson
1732 9th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
727-896-4356

BETHEL COMMUNITY BAPTIST CHURCH
2901 - 54th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL. 33712
(727) 866-2567

SERVICES
Sunday School: 8:30 a.m.

SERVICES
Sunday
Sunday School – 9:30 a.m.
A. M. Service – 11 a.m.
Tuesday
Morning Prayer – 9 to 10 a.m.
Wednesday YPWW Bible Study – 7:30 p.m.

Sunday Worship Service: 9:30 a.m.
Rev. Dr. Manuel L. Sykes

Mid-Week Worship: Wednesday 7:00 p.m.

Welcome – Bienvenidos
ST. AUGUSTINE’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH

Joyful Spirit, Joyful Jazz
2920 26th Avenue South, St. Petersburg 33712
727-867-6774
StAugustine@tampabay.rr.com
The Rev. Josie Rose, Priest-in-Charge

Communion and Worship Service 9:00 a.m. every Sunday
(Full breakfast served after service, $6.00)

Victory Christian Center Church

Pastor
Claude Williams

Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church.
For more information about the other services and
ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911.
*Nursery and Youth Services Available

Contact:
www.TheWeeklyChallenger.com

20th Street
Church Of Christ

3012 18th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, Fla. 33712
(727) 321-0911
www.Victorychristiancenterchurch.org
Schedule of Services
Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.
(except Wednesdays)

YOUR CHURCH AD
COULD BE HERE!

Bro. Robert Smith

825 20th Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Home: 896-8006

Sunday Bible Class (All Ages)
Sunday Morning Worship
Sunday Evening Worship
Ladies Bible Class Monday
Monday Evening Bible Class
Wednesday Morning Bible Class
Wednesday Evening Bible Class

..........8:30 a.m.
..........9:45 a.m.
.........6:00 p.m.
..........7:00 p.m.
..........7:00 p.m.
........10:00 a.m.
............7:00 p.m.

GENESIS
WORSHIP
CENTER
CHURCH
1601 49th Street South
Gulfport, FL 33707
727.898.5571
Sunday Worship
Pastor Michael T. and
10:30 a.m.
Elect Lady Sheila Culbreth
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CHURCH DIRECTORY
ST. MARK MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
1301 - 37th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL
(727) 321-6631 • www.stmarkch.org
Schedule of Services
Church School ..................................... 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship ............................... 10:45 a.m.
Baptist Training Union......................... 5:00 p.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible Study
Wednesday 7:00 p.m.

THE ROCK OF JESUS MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
SUNDAY SERVICES/WEEKLY ACTIVITIES
10:30 a.m. Worship Service
9:00 a.m. Breakfast (First Sunday only)
9:30 a.m. Sunday School (First Sunday Only)
Sunday School 9:15 a.m. / Devotion 10:15 a.m.
Praise & Worship 10:20 a.m. / Worship Services 10:30 a.m.
Saints of Prayer - Monday 12:00 noon
Weekly Bible Study - Tuesday 6:30 p.m.
Adult Choir Rehearsals - Thursday 6:30 p.m.

Van service is available by calling: (727) 327-0015

Rev. Brian K. Brown

THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 – 18th AVE. S., St. Petersburg, Florida
Telephone: 727-327-0015 • Fax: 727-327-0021
Email: rojmbe@knology.net
Office Hours: Tues. & Thurs. 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Rev. Frank W.
Peterman, Jr.
Pastor

Friendship Missionary Baptist Church
3300 31st St. S., St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) 906-8300 www.fmbctheship.net
Email: fmbc3300@verizon.net
Dr. John A. Evans, Pastor

WORSHIP EXPERIENCES
Sunday Worship .......................................................................7:45 a.m. and 10:45 a.m.
Sunday School......................................................................................................9:30 a.m.
Wednesday ..............................Noonday Wednesday in the Word and Bread of Life
7:00 p.m. Prayer and Wednesday in the Word
7:00 p.m. Youth Enrichment
Our Mission: Friendship Missionary Baptist Church is a family of believers in
Christ, reaching out to the world, preaching the gospel to the unsaved and
teaching the saved to serve by demonstrating the Love of Christ.

CHURCH NEWS
St. Mark MBC
St. Mark Missionary
Baptist Church, its pastor,
Rev. Brian K. Brown, and
congregation give thanks to
God for his continual mercy,
grace and abundant blessings. We strive to give God
our utmost praise for the
awesome gift of His Son,
Jesus Christ and offer to our
community an opportunity
to share in our praise as we
pursue our mission of Creating a Haven of Hope, Help,
and Healing.
He is Risen! Resurrection Sunday began with a
joint Sunrise Service with
the Mt. Calvary M.B.
Church’s newly installed pastor, Rev. Michael Hawkins
who is a son of St. Mark. He
and
his
congregation
blessed us with songs of
praise and the message from
Rev. Hawkins, ‘Set Up by A
Friend’ based on Matthew
26:47-50. Thank you, Mt.
Calvary and Rev. Hawkins,
for the fellowship.
Services continued at
10:45 am with God yet pro-

viding a continuation of
‘Doing What’s Not Been
Done’ from Pastor Brown
with the subtopic ‘Giving Despite the Treatment’. The
sermon text was Luke 26:3243. The question was asked
‘So Why Did He (Jesus) Give
When the Treatment was So
Bad? The answers were 1)
Because of the Gift Some
Burdens would be lifted; 2)
Because of the Gift Some in
Bereavement Would be
Loved; and 3) Because of the
Gift Some Blessings would
be loosed. We invite you to
join us on Sundays to fully
hear the depth of the Word.
April will be another full
month of activities at St.
Mark. This year’s Pizza Ministry kicks off on April 16 beginning at 6:00 pm in Child’s
Park. Everyone is invited to
join us for Bible Study,
games and of course pizza!
St. Mark will be joining Mt.
Calvary MB Church on April
15 to help them celebrate
their Church’s 41st Anniversary and journey over to the

Pastor’s Corner
St. John MB Church for the
South Florida Progressive
Baptist Association’s Senior
Women’s 500 Women in Yellow program. In addition,
St. Mark’s Operation Love
will be executed on April
29th, providing fellowship
and gifts to our sick and
shut-in members.
Weekly Events:
Sunday School - Sundays
@9:30 a.m.
Worship Service - Sundays @10:45 a.m.
Young Adult Ministry
(YAMS) - Sundays @9:30
a.m.
Mime/Praise Dance Rehearsal - Sundays from 2:00 4:00 p.m.
N.I.K.E. Tutoring Program - Mondays and
Wednesdays from 5:00 – 6:30
p.m.
Senior Hour of Power
Bible Study - Wednesdays
@9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting and
Bible Study - Wednesdays @
7:00 p.m.

Friendship MBC
Consider this your Official Boarding Pass. Where,
Dr. John A. Evans, Sr., Pastor/Captain and First Lady
Teresa L. Evans (have a
heart for the people), the Official Family and Members
welcome you aboard the SS
Friendship Missionary Baptist Church (The Ship), we
trust that your time with us,
first
as
an
honored
visitor/guest and if the Lord
says so, become a part of our
Church Family. We set sail
every Wednesday starting
our with our Bread of Life
Ministry at 11:00 am, followed by Wednesday in the
Word (the Learning Arm of
our church) at 12:00 noon
and again at 7:00 pm. We
drop our Anchor until Sundays, where we set sail again
with our Early Morning Worship Service at 7:45 am,
Church Sunday School (the
Teaching Arm of our faith)
begins at 9:30 pm and finally
our Mid Morning Worship
Service at 10:45 am. All are
Welcomed to use this Boarding Pass to experience the
“It;s just nice to be nice”
church. Don't sit out church,
God has Blessed us to much,
we owe Him at least a Thank
You.
“The Ship” won't sail
without You! For additional
information on any of the announcements, please contact
us by the following methods:
Friendship Missionary Baptist Church, 3300 31st Street
South,
St.
Petersburg,
Florida 33712 - Church Office: (727) 906-8300 - E-Mail:
fmbc3300@verizon.net
NOW “Live Streaming”: Visit

us – Website: www.fmbctheship.net - Facebook - Friendship Missionary Baptist
Church and WCBDA Website: www.expericencethecoast.com
Transporttion is available
- Call the Church at (727)
906-8300 – Monday – Friday
from 9:00 AM – 3:00 PM.
April Beyond The Wall
Blessings at the Ship
CHURCH SCHEDULED
EVENTS:
The 90th Church Anniversary Planning Committee Meeting, every Tuesday
at 7:00 pm. ALL Tribe members born in the months of
January (Reuben), February
(Simeon), and ALL Ushers
Ministries members are encouraged to attend these
meetings, thank you, Brother
Bobby Robinson and Sister
Claretha Tyson, Chairpersons.
Wednesday, April 4, 2018,
“Wednesday Night Live” at
7:00 pm, the Pastor is asking
the following ministries to
Serve: Adult Mass Choir,
Male Chorus and 1st Sunday
Ushers. Happy Birthday to
the Tribe of Judah (April).
Saturday, April 14, 2018,
Evangelism E-Team Fishing
Outing and Workshop, 9:00
am until 3:00 pm - Must Register, information will be located on the Information
Table in the near future.
Also, Sunday, April 15, 2018
will be Evangelism Round-up
Sunday at Both Worship
Services Our Special Guest
Evangelist will be Dr. Oliver
K. Patterson, Sr., Chairman
of the Evangelism Board of
the National Baptist Conven-

tion, USA, Inc., will be the
guest Evangelist. See Min.
Sharon P. Saulsby, Ministry
Leader, for further information.
Saturday, April 14, 2018
at 7:00 pm, Friendship will
fellowship with the Abundant
Life Ministries, Apostle
Rogers Stroman, Pastor, 2051
19th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, Florida, Pastor
Evans is asking the Adult
Mass Choir, Male Chorus
and 1st Sunday Ushers to
serve.
Saturday, April 21, 2018
from 2:00 pm until 4:00 pm –
Women's Ministry Presents
our Annual Spring Lunch
(formerly Annual Tea), this
year's theme is “Bountiful
Blessings for the Women of
God”, Scripture: 2 Corinthian
9:11-12.
Attention ALL
Women of the Ship, the Table
selections are underway, at
this point, there are a few tables left, if you would like to
sponsor a table, please see
Sis. Pierce as soon as possible. See any member of this
ministry for your Ticket(s),
the Donation is $10.00 per
ticket., also, please make
plans to attend our Meeting,
Second Tuesday, of each
month at 7:00 pm. Thank
You, Sis. Cynthia Pierce, Ministry Leader.
FLORIDA GENERAL
BAPTIST CONVENTION,
INC. NEWS:: Florida General Baptist Convention Annual Session, April 1-6, 2018,
Hyatt Regency Hotel Riverfront, 225 East Coastline
Drive, Jacksonville, Florida
32202, (904) 588-1234.

BY REV. DR. DORAL R. PULLEY,
SPIRITUAL LEADER
Unity Temple of Truth Church

You Can Live in Peace
“Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace, whose
mind is stayed on thee: because he trusts in
thee.” Isaiah 26:3
One of the greatest gifts that God has given
human beings is the mind. Different from animals, we can use our minds to make choices and
to create. The thoughts that we think with our
minds determine the type of lives that we will
live. Our thoughts are such a powerful resource.
Each thought is energy. Therefore, we can’t afford to let our minds wander. It is important that
we channel our thinking energy in a positive direction so that we can experience the very best
that life has to offer.
Isaiah, one of the Old Testament prophets,
informed us of God’s promise. As long as our
minds are on God and our thoughts are directed
towards Spirit, we will remain in a state of peace
and tranquility. Whenever we are experiencing
confusion in our relationships or chaos in our interactions with others, there is value in examining what we have been thinking about and then
redirecting our thoughts back to God, the Good
Omnipotence. Whenever we have a health challenge, we can heal ourselves by tracing the sickness, pain, disease, discomfort back to a thought
or limiting belief. Then we can remind ourselves
of the truth of healing and wholeness and see
that health manifestation in our bodies. Whenever we are faced with a financial challenge, let
us review the thoughts that led to the condition
and let them go. Once we have released the erroneous ideas of lack, limitation and scarcity, we

can embrace our birthright of increase, abundance, overflow and more than enough.
Each day that we renew our minds with the
Word of God is a day that can avoid surrendering
to the negative energy of the world around us.
“And be not conformed to this world but be
transformed by the renewing of your minds so
that you may prove what is that good and acceptable and perfect will of God (Romans 12:2).”
Paul told the people of the Church of Philippi
how to think. “Finally, brethren, whatsoever
things are true, whatsoever things are honest,
whatsoever things are just, whatsoever things
are pure, whatsoever things are lovely, whatsoever things are of good report; if there be any
virtue, and if there be any praise, think on these
things (Philippians 4:8).” Some people call this
brainwashing and mind control because he,
under the direction of the Holy Spirit, is telling
people what to think about and how to think.
However, Paul did not see it that way. He saw it
as teaching God’s creation how to stay in a state
of peace, power and praise.
This peaceful state of being is a dimension
in consciousness that is available to all of humanity because God, who is peace, is inside of us.
God is just as close to us as our breath. We access this internal peace through the stillness and
the silence and we maintain this peace through
our thoughts. “And the peace of God which
passes all understanding will keep your hearts
and your minds through Christ Jesus (Philippians 4:7).”

INSPIRATIONS
BY DIERDRE DOWNING-JACKSON

It is Good to Remember
“Dear LORD, I want to remember to be an instrument used by YOU. I repent of my sins in
JESUS name. Thank you for your precious
grace and mercy in my life.
It is good to remember to “Let the words of
my mouth and the meditation of my heart be
acceptable in thy sight O LORD, YOU are my
strength and my redeemer.”
“It is good to remember to watch and pray, as
the Holy Spirit leads, guides, directs and protects you.
It is good to remember to honor your father
and mother in the LORD, so that your days
may be long.
It is good to remember that we are clay and
that GOD is our potter. It is good to trust HIM
to mold and make us after HIS will.
It is good to remember that what comes out
of our mouths and our hearts manifest on this
earth.
It is good to remember that one should treat
another as they also want to be treated. It is
good to remember to be kind to everyone.
It is good to remember to forgive and to be
forgiven. It is good to share your joy and your
sorrows with the LORD.
It is good to remember to rest in GOD’s
blessed assurance.
It is good to remember to be an instrument
used by GOD to spread the good news of HIS
Son JESUS CHRIST.
It is good to remember to pray without ceasing. It is good to be humble.
It is good to remember to be grateful for the
good and the bad.
It is good remember to make peace with
those who have hurt you and those whom you
have hurt.

It is good to remember to rejoice in the LORD
everyday. It is good to be giving and to let go
of the past. It is good to trust in GOD always,
no matter what task you may face.
It is good to remember to repent and to let go of
hurt. It is good to help others and not just yourself.
It is good to remember to be an instrument
that your GOD can trust and to teach others
the way of unconditional love.
It is good to be corrected and to speak the
truth in love. It is good to remember not to
harbor anger and wrath; that is for GOD up
above.
It is good to be strengthened by GOD’s Holy
Word. It is good to be like JESUS, the Heavenly Father’s greatest instrument.
It is good to remember the love JESUS
shared, and to demonstrate HIS goodness in
everything and everywhere.
It is good to remember the truth will set you free.
Dear LORD please make an instrument out of
me. I will remember to worship YOU in spirit
and in truth. I will praise YOUR Holy name
forever
It is a blessing and a privilege to make my life
an instrument, as I serve only YOU. Let my
life always reflect YOUR Will and YOUR Way.
Thank you for JESUS, Heavenly Father, and
for blessing me with this journey for YOU.
Please keep me humble and grateful as I remember it is good to stand, to pray and to
walk by faith
In JESUS name, it is Always GOOD to REMEMBER .” AMEN
“I will bless the LORD at all times, HIS praise
shall continually be in my mouth.” Psalm 34:1
“Abide in me, and I in you...” St John 15:4
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Honoring the Legacy of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
KING, from front page

gathering place for residents and tourist alike. Although these famous
benches symbolized community, they are also signified segregation, hatred
and bigotry.
During Jim Crow St.
Pete, black people were not
allowed to sit on the
benches or even allowed
downtown after dark. As a
symbol of progress, program participants of all
races sat on the benches as
they sung “This Little Light
of Mine.”
The night’s program
was filled with Dr. King’s
writings and excerpts from
his most famous speeches.
Performances pieces and
spoken word artists also
took to the stage in an effort to capture the essence
of a man whose work has
been relegated to soundbites.
In the 50 years since
the transformative civil
rights leader’s death, we
see the sterilized version of
one of the most radical and
hated men of the 20th century. With the white-

washed history we’re feed,
it’s hard to fathom that he
was once classified as a terrorist.
The complexities of his
ideas are dwindled down to
the “I have a dream”
speech. You’d be hardpressed to find any of the
philosophical teachings he
gleaned from Plato, Aristotle, Machiavelli and a list
of other great thinkers he
incorporated in a conversation about his legacy.
In the classroom, we
are taught to love and embrace the memory of Dr.
King, not the man who
called out organized religion, politicians, the Constitution and even the black
church. We are not taught
to embrace the man who
wrote in his “Letter From a
Birmingham Jail” that:
“I have almost reached
the regrettable conclusion
that the Negro’s great
stumbling block in his
stride toward freedom is
not the White Citizens’
Councilor or the Ku Klux
Klanner, but the white
moderate, who is more de-

voted to “order” than to justice; who prefers a negative
peace which is the absence
of tension to a positive
peace which is the presence of justice…”
Some may ask if Dr.
King were alive today,
would he endorse the
Black Lives Matter Movement with their obstructing traffic and impeding
business owners from
making money as they
protest in the streets. The
answer to that question is
YES!
Obstructing traffic is
exactly what happened on
March 7, 1965, when some
600 civil rights marchers
headed out of Selma to
Montgomery, Ala., to
march for voting rights.
And as for impeding business owners, what do they
think sit-ins and boycotts
were?
King’s legacy will continue to be whitewashed
and used as a tool for the
status quo. It’s up to us to
learn and teach our children the real history of this
country.

www.pcsb.org/myptc
Our mission is to provide students
the opportunity to develop national
workplace competencies to fill the
needs of business and industry.
Vision: To be our community’s first
choice for workforce training.

FINANCIAL AID

ADMISSIONS
1. Take the TABE (Test of Adult Basic Education).

• Financial aid, which consists of Federal and State grants,
and scholarships, is available to those who
qualify and can help cover the cost of a Pinellas
Technical College education.

2. Meet with a counselor to discuss your TABE results,
program interests and requirements.

• To apply for financial aid, complete the application
at www.fafsa.gov. The School Codes are 005605
(Clearwater campus) and 013917 (St. Petersburg campus).

New classes start five times per year: August,
October, January, April and June.

3. You may visit your program(s) of interest.
4. Apply for Financial Aid.

• Veterans and other eligible students may use their
Veterans (VA) benefits, including the Montgomery GI Bill
and Post 9/11 GI Bill, at Pinellas Technical College.

5. Complete registration form, confirm your
residency status, and pay for class.

• Pinellas Technical College accepts Florida Prepaid and the
Florida Bright Futures Scholarship.

TWO CAMPUS LOCATIONS
Clearwater Campus
6100 154th Ave. N.
727-538-7167

St. Petersburg Campus
901 34th Street S.
727-893-2500

Accreditation by: Council on Occupational Education (COE) 7840 Roswell Road,
Building 300, Suite 325, Atlanta, Georgia 30350 770-396-3898 or 800-917-2081 and Southern
Association of Colleges and Schools Council on Accreditation and School Improvement
(SACS CASI), 1866 Southern Lane, Decatur, Georgia 30033, (404) 679-4500

ENROLL NOW

